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Remarks on the Excise, refumed. 


mata aneeimnmne, Inflead of voted Aid, 
Free, cordial, large, a never- failing Source, 
The cumb’rous Smpojition follow’d harfp. Tuom. Li 


T’ was often obferved of a certain Minifter of State, that whenever he intended to 
carry a Point which he knew would be injurious to the Liberty of the Engli/s Nation, 
he never failed to introduce it into the Houfe of Commons, by enumerating the 

pretended Advantages that would accrue from it to the Subject; either by enlarging his 
civil Privileges, or increafing the public Revenue without much Burthen to his private 
Intereft. But fuch paltry Schemes are too thinly veiled to elude the Sight, while 
Mankind are capable of Reflection, or drawing Confequences fre in certain Premiffes laid 
down. No Impofts upon the People, can ever increafe their Privileges, but only anfwer 
the Neceffities of the Public. It is one Thing to tax the Community for Payment of 
Debts, and another to ena& the Enlargement of their Rights. Whence it is evident, 
that no T'ax fhould be levied but upon: the moft préffing Occafions. Nor fhould the 
Increafe of the Revenue be the fole Objeét of the Legiflators Concern. In fome Cafes 
it is highly imprudent to augment it, efpecially when the Methods ufed for that Purpofe, 
unavoidably draw after them the Impoverifhment of the People. I am fenfible there are 
many half-fighted Politicians, who imagine, that while the Revenue is large, all is fafe ; 
that as long as the T'reafury is rich, the Province cannot be poor ; that if we have Sums 
in Hand to anfwer our provincial Debts, we are in no Danger of new Taxes for that 
Purpofe. How unapplicable is this kind of reafoning, which is far from being juft to the 
State of our Affairs! Itis an unalterable Rule of Prudence and good Policy, that the 
Expences of railing and collecting a Tax, fhould bear a moderate and juft Proportion 
to the Tax itfelf. A Tranfgreffion of this Rule, muft ever be attended with the moft fatal 
Confequences to the Community: For inftead of having our public Duties eafily 
complied with, the heavy and extravagant Charges at which they are raifed, convert 
thofe voluntary Contributions into flavifh and infupportable Impofitions. But our Exci/e 
Scheme implics ftill a greater Abfurdity. To fell at public Auction our civil Interefts and 
Property, for a fmal! Confideration paid into the Treafury, while even that Payment is 
made with our own Monies, is fomething too ridiculous to be accounted for in any rational 
Manner. What Tax can be called a juft One, that is attended with more Expence in 
levying it, than the Tax itfelf amounts to? And yet, that this fs the Cafe with our 
Excife, the following Confiderations will render very apparent. We find by the Excife- 
A& for the current Year, that the Monies thereby enacted to be paid i into the Treafury 
by the feveral Farmers of that Duty, throughout the Province, amount to no more than 
£.1612. By computing the Number of the Retailers of Strong Liquors ‘in this Colony, 
and the mean Price at which they purchafe their Licences of the Farmers, it will 
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evidently appear, that the Profits of the latter generally equal, if not exceed, the Sum 
accruing to the Public by Vertue of the Excife. In fome particular Counties the Rate 
at which that Duty is farmed, is fo very inconfiderable, as not even to fall within .that 
Proportion. And it deferves to be remarked, that in one of them fer which the Excife 
was farmed in 17 51, atno more than {.41, the Number of Licenfes fell fhort but 
Nine of thofe granted in the City and County of New-Yor#, the Excife of which was 
the fame Year farmed at £.920. Whence itis eafy to conceive, that the Continuance 
of that Impoft, in its prefent Circumftances, mutt of Neceffity be injurious to the 
Community. The Support of his Majefty’s Government in this Province, the annual 
Expences of the Public, the Funds neceffary for finking our Bills of Credit, and the 
Salaries of our civil Officers, are Calls which cannot be fatisfied, but at the Expence of 
a confiderable Portion of our Eftates. But how little does the Excife contribute to 
anfwer our public Neceflities ! Are the other provincial Taxes much alleviated by it ? 
Or rather would not a fmall Addition to their Weight deftroy the Neceffity of it, and at 
the fame Time eafe the Province of that prodigious Charge at which it is raifed ? 
Oppreffive Duties fhould ever be exclaimed againft, even tho’ impofed upon the Subject, 
folely with Defign to increafe the Revenue: But when they are perverted, to enrich a Set 
of corrupt Individuals at the Coft of the Community, they become flavith and 
intolerable. Impofitions of this Kind are too commonly ufhered in, under the Pretence 
of general Utility. But, indeed, this, as it can apparently ferve little elfe than to 
increafe the private Fortunes of a few, is the moft extraordinary Contrivance that 
human Wit or Reafen could invent. ‘That we fhould be burthened with a Tax, the 
Charges of levying which amount to more than the Tax itfelf ; that the Farmers of 
that Tax fhould receive more Profit by it than the Public, for whofe Ufe it was wholly 
defigned ; and that they fhould have it in their Power to extend that Profit to an 
extravagant Degree, by extorting from his Majefty’s good Subjeéts without controul, 
are Things entirely inconfiftent with Englith Liberty. Let us fuppofe that a Community 
whofe Conftitution effentially included a Right in the People to tax themfelves, fhould 
enact, that in Confideration of a Sum of Money, paid into their public Treafury 
by a few Individuals, they fhould be empowered to affefs the Community in at leatt 
double that Sum, to be levied for their own private Ufe, out of the Eftates of their fellow 
Subjects. Could this be done without deftroying the very Nature of their Conftitution ? 
Yet this is the Cafe with the People of this Province: We enjoy an inherent 
conftitutional Power of charging our Eftates, with fuch Sums as we ourielves think 
neceflary for the Prefervation and Advancement of otfr public Intereft : But by a folema 
and public A@, we, in a great Degree annually refign that Power to the Farmers, 
who, in Confequence of fuch Refignation, have, by putting our Laws in Exevution, a 
legal Right to charge us with the Impofition of a Sum vaftly exceeding the Confideration 
paid by them into the Treafury. 


Tuis Matter confidered in any Light it poffibly can be, is either a Robbery 
committed on the Public, or an Invafion of the private Property of the Subject, under the 
Colour of Law. If the Sums actually accruing to the public Revenue by Sale of the 
Excife, and the Money pocketed by the Farmers, be together called the Jinp2//, then 
they are in this Article fuffered to run away with, at leaft, one half of the public 
Revenue, If the Monies actually arifing from fuch Sale, be alone efteemed the Tax, 
whatever Sums the Farmers receive, above what may be called reafonable Commiflions 
for their Trouble, are unjuftly extorted from the Members of the Community, Ia 
cisher Cafe the Government or the Subject muft certainly be duped by the Farmer. If 
all the Monies arifing from the Excife fhould be applied to public Ufe, as they really 


ought, confiftent with its true Intention, would it not be moft expedient to appoint 
Officers 
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Officers to collect thofe Monies, who fhould be obliged to pay the fame into the 
Treafury, and to whom a reafonable Allowance might be made, for the Execution of 
that Office? And if the public Neceffities require no more than what is actually paid 
into the Treafury, might it not be raifed at the Price of much lefs than the Farmer’s 
Profit? By this Means the Refidue would remain in the Hands of thofe to whom it ot 
Right belongs ; nor would the avaricious Individuals of Society have an Opportunity 
of pocketing that to which they cannot urge the leaft reafonable Pretenfions. Of the 
Truth of thefe Things there is no Room to doubt. 


Tue Manner of the Excife will appear ftill more inequitable, when we confider the 
Farmers Income in a comparative View with the Commiffions of the Collectors of our 
other Taxes. The Profits of the former exceed One Hundred per Cent upon the Monies 
paid into the Treafury ; the Waves of the latter bear the inconfiderable Proportion of 
Five per Cent, to the Sums they collect. Nor is there any Thing peculiar in the Nature 
of the Excife, that can prevent its being raifed at the fame moderate Charge as the other 
provincial Impofls. Should a Perfon unacquainted with the Affairs of this Colony be 
told, that a fmall Tax of about £. 1600, is more oppreffive to its Inhabitants, than all 
the other public Contributions to which we are fubject, he would fearcely believe 
it: Swill it is undeniably true. For the Charges attending the collecting of all our 
other ‘i axes, do not equal the Profits made by the Farmer on the Excife. But 
were it otherwile, it muft be allowed, that a Tax, of which fcarcely one Half is 
applied to the Ufe for which it was raifed, is more grievous to the People of any 
Community, than a Duty ten Times as large that is levied at little Expence, and 
honeftly employed in that Service for which it was originally intended. It cannot indeed 
be denied, that the largeft Impofts bear moft heavily upon the Subje& ; but ftill they 
inay not be the moft grievous, fince no Man would think it fo great a Hardthip to 
advance a Sum, be it ever fo larze, to promote his Intereft and Happinefs, as to 
difburfe a much fmaller without any Profpeé&t of a Compenfation for it. Should all our 
provincial Taxes be fubject to the fame unreafonable expenfive Methods of raifing them, 
we might, without a Spirit of Prophecy, eafily forefee our unavoidable Ruin. In a 
few Years, our Wealth would, in a great Meafure, be funk into the Purfes of the 
Collector, and the oppreffed Province become poor and indigent. “Then indeed there 
would be no Occafion of new Taxes, when the unhappy People would have fearce any 


| Thing left them out of which 2 Tax ceuld be raifed. 


Burr it furprizes me much,, that the Legiflature fhould have efteemed the Excife 
the only Tax proper to be let to farm. Or if the others would ferve that End as 
well, why have they not farmed them all ? Or is the Excife Officers Tafk fo exceffively 
fevere as to deferve fuch accumulated Rewards for his Labour? No: This Tax, as I 
have faid before, might be levied with as little Trouble, and confequently at as fmall an 
Expence as any other. 

SuHoutp the Reafons I have hitherto advanced againft farming the Excife, be 
thought infufficient, let it at leaft be remembered, that no free Government can, 
without counteracting their fundamental Principles, grant to any Subject, a Power of 
taxing the Community : Nor can they do it without exceeding the Limits of that 
Authority wherewith they are invefted by their Conftituents. Should the Supreme 


- Head of a free State attempt to lay Impofitions upon them, without their Confent, or 


in other Words, without the Approbation of thofe who reprefent them, would it not be 
deemed fuch an Advancement of the Royal Prerogative, as is utterly inconfiftent with 
the Nature of fuch a Conftitution ? An Attempt of this Kind, would raife an honeft 
Jeaioufy in the Breaft of every Lover of Liberty : For Proofs of this we need not 
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wander abroad, while the Englifh Annals are crowded with Examples of fuch 
Encroachments in former Reigns, and the Reception they met with from our brave 
Anceftors, But why fhould the Nation deny their Sovereign a Privilege, we are f 
ready to grant without Difcrimination to any of his Subjects that afk it ? Perhaps thof 
who are thus fond of refigning our Rights to the Subject, would be the firft to oppofe 
uch an Extention of the regal Prerogative : Yet, methinks, it would feem fomewhat 
more comely to be enflaved by a Prince than a Beggar. In fhort, 2 People cannot be 
free when they refign the Right of levying their own Taxes to any one : Nor can their 
Relith for Liberty be the moft refined, even fhould they refufe a fervile Subjection to 
their King ; while they voluntarily fubmit their Privileges to the Difcretion of a fellow 
Subject. . 
Burr it is not fufficient to have placed this Excife Grievance in fo many glaring Points 
of Light. My Duty obliges me alfo to prefcribe a Remedy for it : This will demand a 
very fhort Attention of my Readers, It is well known that the Reft of our Taxes are 
levyed by Affeflors and Collectors, to the latter of whom a proper Allowance is made 
for their public Service. The Recompence of a Shilling in the Pound, proves to the 
Collector an ample Satisfaction for the Time he fpends in the Employment of the 
Province, while the Affeffor is rewarded with the Approbation of the Public, and an 
_ inward Pleafure arifing from a Willingnefs to ferve his Country. It might therefore be 
wwifhed, that the Legiflature would think it expedient to repeal our Excife Laws, and 
fettle that Tax on the fame Footing with the others to which this Province is fubjec. 
It will be as eafy for the Affeflors to afcertain a reafonable Impoft upon the ftrong 
Liquors vended by the Retailers, as to tax their Eftates, and this is the fhorteft and 
leaft expenfive Method that can be taken: For it is very evident, that fhould the Duties 
upon Strong Liquors be fettled by Act of Aflembly, to be the peculiar Care of a Set of 
civil Creatures created for that Purpofe, a great Number of Perfons would be neceflary, 
as Commiffioners to enter the Liquors of Retailers, Officers to make Scizure of fuch 
Liquors as fhould be fold without Entry, Collectors to receive thofe Duties, &<. To 
which Offices fufficient Salaries fhould be annexed, which would alfo render the 
Expences of raifing thofe Duties difproportionate to the Duties themfelves. I would 
therefore propofe with Submiffion to our Legiflators, that an Act be pafled, whereby 
the Rate of the Excife may be limited to fuch Sum per Gallon, as they fhall think 
expedient ; and that the Affeflors and Collectors of each refpective County, City, 
Townfhip, Borough, or Precin&t, &c. within this Colony, appointed or chofen to levy 
the other Taxes, fhould alfo be empowered to affefs the Retailers of Strong Liquors 
according to fuch Rate. And that noPerfon, under proper Penalties, fhould prefume 
to retail without a Licence from fuch Magiftrates or Perfons, in each reipective 
County, Gc. as fhould alfo bg thought fit, and appointed for that Purpofe by the 
Government : And that fuch Retailers as fhould procure Licences for Tavern-Keeping, 
fhould alfo be obliged to give Security to fuch Perfons, in Behalf of his Majefty, to keep 
orderly Houfes, prevent Riots, Breaches of the Peace, &c. And a Lift of fuch Retailers 
being entered in the Records of every County, &c. would enable the Affeflors and 
Colleétors to levy the Excite with the greateft Eafe and Certainty. B. 
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